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Let’s keep with tradition and start 
another wonderful year....

We need your nominations! 
Please take the time to nomintate for 

Small Business Person of  the Year & Outstanding Citizen
Hurry...we need them by Jan 23rd!

Dan Kitzinger
2008 President

Happy 
New Year!

Let’s keep with tradition and start 
another wonderful year....

Happy 
New Year!



wMembership Opportunitiesw

January 10th 
5 PM
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Join Veridian Credit Union for 2008’s first Business After Hours event in conjunction with the 
annual ArtShare Premier on Thursday, January 10, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at 1201 South 
Ankeny Blvd. The evening will showcase original art created by 50 Ankeny High School art 
students, including sketches, paintings, sculptures and more.  Guests will enjoy refreshments and 
the chance to win door prizes.
ArtShare is an award-winning program designed by Veridian Credit Union to increase awareness 
of young artists in the Ankeny community. Each piece is carefully selected by Ankeny High 
School art department leaders, lent to the credit union and encased or professionally framed for 
display. The annual event gives student artists the opportunity to showcase their creations and be 
recognized for their outstanding talent.
Veridian Credit Union, founded in 1934 in Waterloo, Iowa, is a not-for-profit financial cooperative 
owned by its members. The credit union offers a full range of consumer financial services 
and employs more than 450 Iowans throughout 22 branches. For more information, visit www.
veridiancu.org or call (800) 235-3228.

Veridian Credit Union
1201 S Ankeny Boulevard 

 Ankeny, IA 50023
(515) 289-1822

www.veridiancu.org

Hiring the Right People (HR approach to staffing)
Training (equipping your supervisors with specific skills)

Policies, Procedures and Practices (employee handbooks, policies and guidelines, etc.)
Employee Relations (employment processes, training, performance review and planning)

Compliance (HIPAA, EEO, OSHA, AAP, and safety compliance)
Employee Issue Management (what to do when employment ends)

We offer a no-cost needs analysis to help you determine your human resources needs.

For any questions on Iowa courses, schedules or other customized HR services, contact Tammy 
Verbrugge, Iowa HR consultant, at 866-513-5647or email tverbrugge@hrsincorporated.com.

HR Systems was founded on the basis that businesses must manage their workforce in a proper and legal 
manner. Many businesses may not have a formal human resources function but still have the need. It is 
our goal to assist any size business in managing the workforce in an effective and efficient manner.

Providing Customized HR Services

We Specialize in...

HR Systems, Inc.
525 Whispering Pine Avenue

Polk City, IA  50226
Tammy Vebrugge

515-208-0190
www.hrsincorporated.com



Ankeny Young  
Professionals Events  
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Julie Cooper   
Executive Director 

 jcooper@ankeny.org

Cindy Fish 
 Events Coordinator
 cfish@ankeny.org

 Sharlyn Hulling  
Office Coordinator

 shulling@ankeny.org

Shelley Baugh
Communications Coordinator

sbaugh@ankeny.org

 Kris Oakie 
Membership Coordinator    

 koakie@ankeny.org

Shelli Bridgeman
Administrative Assistant

A Note of Thanks!

Stop by the Chamber to pick up your copy of the Ankeny Economic 
Development Guide. The publication is dedicated to assisting our existing 

business & industry and to promoting business growth.

Chamber Staff

2008 Membership Drive Kickoff
Thursday, January 17 @ Ankeny Golf & Country Club

“Get A Taste of AYP”
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Spirit Blvd - Wine & Beer Tasting Event

Breakfast Social
Friday, January 4
7 am @ Crickets

American Lung Association

Lunch & Learn
Tuesday, January 8 @ Ankeny Area 

Chamber
Ed McGill ~ Certified

 Financial Planner
(Bring your own Lunch)

 Thank you to The 

Growing Concern for 

the wonderful 

Holiday Decor 

in the

 Chamber entry way!



Welcome New Members
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Our studio is family-
owned and operated and 
passionate about healthy 
living. We feel fitness 
is a life-long journey, 
a road to health and 
wellness. It is not simple; 
it is not easy. We want 
to help you make fitness 
attainable and enjoyable! 
Our progams include 
personal training, group 
training, senior fitness, 
kids’ workouts, cardio, 
strength, dance, yoga, 
and pilates. We also 
have nutrition programs, 
childcare options, healthy 
living lectures, massage 
therapy, support groups, 
workshops and more!

Studio 305
Kimberley Jackman ~ 

Owner
305 SW Walnut Street  

Ankeny, IA   50023
515-964-1177  

www.studio-305.com

Crossroads Celebration Community is a Free Methodist 
congregation; we worship in Southeast Elementary School’s 
cafeteria.  
Our worship time is at 10:30 AM on Sundays and our 
Sunday School, Pit Stop, meets at 9:30 AM. We are casual 
in attire and contemporary in music style.  One hundred 
percent of our music in worship you will hear on Christian 
radio; plus our worship leader is writing some of his own 
music. We started July 1, 2007, and have been averaging 30 
people in worship for the past five months. Our prayer is to 
reach a larger metro ministry with busing. We have a big 
God and believe God has something special for us to do.
Pastor Mark Tuttle has nearly 25 years pastoring experience 
with another Methodist denomination. He has joined with 
the Free Methodist to support a stronger stance on biblical 
principles. Pastor Mark has great experience in preaching, 
working with children and youth in many creative areas 
like camp, puppetry, clowning and gospel magic. He is also 
teaching at DMACC in ethics and philosophy.  
We hope that you will join us at the Crossroads where we 
journey with Christ and together discover God!

Crossroads Celebration Community
Mark Tuttle ~ Pastor

1005 SE Trilein 
Ankeny, IA  50021

515-306-0742
www.crossroadscelebration.org

Zarowa Consulting is a software design and development 
company that uses expertise in technology and knowledge 
about real-world users to provide the best solution to your 
software needs.
We provide the following services and more:
 
• Web Design & Development
• Content Management Systems
• Database Design and Implementation
• Banner Ads
• Interactive Media
• Insurance Calculators
• Electronic Brochures (Flipbooks)
• Flash Intros
• Flash Games
• Custom User Interfaces
• Custom Software (any programming language)

 Technology • made • easy
Zarowa Consulting

Travis Smith ~ Owner
215 S Maple Ave 
Ames, IA  50010

650-468-9511
www.zarowa.com

Apple Tree Children’s Center
Sue Gienger ~ Director

225 East 1st Street
 Ankeny, IA  50021

515-964-7372
www.earlyeducationpros.org

Our programs are designed to gently stimulate children to reach 
their full potential and to approach each developmental stage 
with enthusiasm, persistence and joy. We strive to promote the 
growth of the whole child - emotionally, physically, socially, 
and intellectually which in turn will establish a lifelong love 
of learning. Apple Tree Children’s Center in Ankeny has been 
accredited by the National Association of the Education of Young 
Children since 1999 and still maintains that status today.



Vantus Bank
Troy Wright ~ Bank Center Manager

6260 Mills Civic Parkway 
West Des Moines, IA   50266

515-422-5136
www.vantusbank.com

Group Benefits Ltd. specializes in a wide range of employee benefit 
consulting and insurance solutions to meet the needs of employers, 
individuals, seniors, agents and financial institutions.  We have been 
servicing Midwestern customers for more than 20 years.   We are 
contracted with many top-rated carriers; therefore we will shop to find 
the benefits you need at a price you can afford!  We will be there for you 
through every aspect with our dedicated customer service support.  We 
believe in doing what’s right.  A better model for benefits, a better model 
for business.

Group Benefits, LTD
Kevin Pevestorf ~ Director of Broker Relations

12006 Ridgemont Drive 
Urbandale, IA   50323

515-453-8207
www.groupbenefitsltd.com

Group Benefits, Ltd. 

At Vantus Bank we make banking easier. That is why we are 
constantly working to bring you more locations in the most 
convenient places. In March we will open our first Ankeny location 
at 2805 S Ankeny Blvd. 
Vantus Bank is a community bank serving businesses and consumers 
in 15 full-service offices throughout Iowa. 
It’s that simple.

Welcome New Members
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Centerplate Catering at Reiman Gardens
Dipak Biswas ~ Director of Catering

1407 University Boulevard 
Ames, IA   50011

515-294-8774
www.centerplate.com

Allstate Insurance
Charles Webb ~ Owner

213 N Ankeny Boulevard #125 
Ankeny, IA  50023

515-963-0404
www.webbquote.com

The Charles Webb Allstate Agency has been 
providing peace of mind to the greater Des 
Moines area for over 23 years.  In 2007, they 
were rated #1 for customer satisfaction in 
Iowa.
Our agency offers protection options for 
your auto, property, and life insurance needs.  
Charles Webb, agency owner, and Aaron 
Hill, agency manager, provide a wealth 
of experience for your personal insurance 
needs.
Fred Fernatt, exclusive, financial specialist 
has over 25 years experience as a Certified 
Financial Planner® and CPA.  Fred is one 
of the premier financial planners in the 
Midwest.
With a dedicated and professional staff 
equipped to assist customers with specific 
individual insurance and financial needs, 
the Charles Webb Allstate Agency looks 
forward to providing services to the Ankeny 
community.

Are you looking for somewhere beautiful and unique to host your next special event? If so come see Centerplate at 
Reiman Gardens, Ames. Whether it’s a wedding reception, rehearsal dinner, banquet, company meeting, office party or 
awards ceremony, we will share our expertise and attend to your every need to make sure your event is extraordinary. 
Reiman Gardens is a one of a kind location with the ability to host a range of events from a small social gathering to an 
elaborate reception.  
 We can provide you on-site catering solutions tailored to your personal touch from menus to seating capacity, room 
arrangements and decorations. When you visit, bring this ad and receive a complimentary cup of Starbuck’s coffee.
Please contact Chef Scott Welbourn at 515-294-9159 to answer any questions and book your event today.
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Become a partner today!
 This is another way the Ankeny Area Chamber provides its 

members an opportunity to gain customers and grow their businesses.
Check out www.ankeny.org to learn about the discounts you can receive!

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Rev. Mark Baldwin

1100 SE Sharon Drive 
 Ankeny, IA  50021
(515) 964-1250

www.stpaulluth.org

Anani Salon & Spa
Abbey Lytle ~ Owner

2785 N Ankeny Boulevard #17 
Ankeny, IA  50023

515-965-0093
www.ananisalon&spa.com

Ribbon Cuttings

Calendar of Events
December 31 – January 1  Chamber Closed for New Years
January 4 @ 7 AM ~ AYP Breakfast Social @ Crickets
January 7 @ Noon ~ Public Affairs Meeting
January 8 @ 7 AM ~ Executive Board Meeting
January 8 @ Noon ~ AYP Lunch & Learn @ The Chamber
January 8 @ 4:30 PM ~ RC/Open House - Creative Community Options
January 10 @ 5 PM  ~ BAH – Veridian Credit Union (1201 S Ankeny Blvd)
January 11 @ Noon ~ RC - Ankeny Pediatric Clinic (909 SW Oralabor RD)
January 15 @ Noon ~ RC – Humana (located in Ankeny WalMart) 
January 16 @ 4:30 PM ~ RC – The Bark Zone (109 E. 1st St)
January 17 @ 4:30 PM ~ RC – Courtyard Estates 
  (601 NE Hawthorne Crossing, SE Bondurant)
January 23 @ Noon ~ RC – Hunziker Associates (1255 N Ankeny Blvd)
January 23  @ 1 -3 PM ~ TRC Training @ The Chamber
February 1 @ 5 PM ~ AYP Happy Hour 
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Christmas Luncheon Photos

Annual Dinner Celebration
February 28, 2008

Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart Church
510 East First Street  ~  Ankeny

Social: 5 - 6:30 PM
Dinner: 6:30 PM

Program & Awards to follow

$35 per person
$325 for reserved table for eight 

with business signage

Invitations will be in the 
mail mid-January

A limited number of sponsorship 
are still available for $150 

Want to see 
your ad here?

Call 964-0685

Thank you 

to the following people who 
generously donated 

their time & talents to make the
 2007 Christmas Luncheon a success.

Committee
Chairperson - Bill Konnath ~ 
Ankeny Community Chorus

Angela Carroll ~ Community State Bank
Ronda Ceynar ~ Oral Surgeons, P.C.

Sonja Chesnik ~ Sonja Chesnik Interiors
Kathleen Coady ~ Premier Design Jewelry
Jan Globuschutz ~ Turning Leaf Interiors

Amanda Kuhn ~ First American Bank
Jenny Neighbour ~ CrossTrain Fitness

Michele Starkenburg ~ Veridian Credit Union
Jeanne Wagner ~ Northwest Bank

Lighting
David Raver and RDG Planning & Design 

Master of Ceremonies
Mayor Steve Van Oort

Entertainment
Faith Chorale ~ Directed by Dr. Irv Van Hooser

Ronda Ceynar ~ Piano
Cast from “Word on the Street” 
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Ankeny Area Chamber of Commerce

Terry Peter, chairman of  the 2008 Total Resource Campaign for the Ankeny Area Chamber of  
Commerce, announces the kick off  to be January 30, 2008. The Total Resource Campaign will 
create 15 teams of  volunteers under the leadership of  three vice chairs: Brad Botos of  Liberty 
Bank, Mark Degner of  Community State Bank and Mark Land of  Snyder & Associates. 

These vice chairs recruit volunteers to market sponsorship to Chamber events and publications, 
while also seeking new members for the Chamber. The all-volunteer campaign consists of  more 
than 100 sponsorships available during the campaign. Volunteers assist companies with choosing 
options that are best suited to meet the organization’s marketing needs.

“The Total Resource Campaign offers excellent exposure for companies both at the Chamber’s 
events and within our signature publications,” said Peter.

He explains, “The campaign is a great way for volunteers to meet our area’s top community 
leaders and business owners while working directly with many of  the Chamber’s most dedicated 
leadership.” 

Total Resource Campaign 
Announcement

Chairperson 2008 TRC

Specializing in:
• Medicare supplement insurance
• Final expense insurance
• Individual & temporary health insurance
• Medicare Advantage health plans
• Medicare Part D prescription drug plans

For more information call:

Toll-Free: 1-866-653-7275
One call for your health, life

and financial insurance solutions.
GH_22829                                                                      IA 01/07

Do you know that the return on your TIME
should be greater? 

Is a good TEAM hard to find and keep? 
Does your company have FINANCIAL

potential greater than you are achieving? 

We specialize in helping business owners 
 in the following areas: 

Sales  Marketing  Team Building & Recruitment  
Systems & Business Development

 Time Management  Growth & Life Balance 

Call TODAY for a FREE business assessment! 

Natalie Spitzig 
515-964-9990 

If you answered YES to any of the above, 
ActionCOACH has a solution for you! 

New Location
Behind Bankers Trust

110 NE Trilein, Ste 5
Ankeny, IA 50021



Chairperson 2008 TRC

2007 
Small Business 

Person of the Year 
Nominations are being accepted for the Small Business Person 
of  the Year Award presented by the Ankeny Area Chamber of 
Commerce to recognize the achievements of our community’s 
businesses. 

This award is to recognize a business person making a  
significant contribution in business risk and community  
involvement. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
• A Chamber member 

business person with at 
least 20 percent  
ownership in the business 
and an active  
involvement in the  
management of the  
business. 

 

• Demonstrated an active 
involvement in  
community betterment. 

 
It is important to note that 
this criteria is only a  
guideline subject to the  
in te rp retat ion of the  
selection committee. 
 
This award is selected by a 
C h am be r  c o m m i t t e e  
consisting of representatives 
from the Chamber and  
previous award recipients. 

 

 
NOMINEE:____________________________________________  TITLE:_______________________________________ 
 
BUSINESS:____________________________________________  BUSINESS PHONE:____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________  HOME PHONE:______________________________ 
 
Why is the nominee qualified for this award?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOMINATED BY _________________________________________  PHONE __________________________________ 
 

The Small Business Person of the Year Award will be presented at the  
Chamber’s Annual Dinner on February 28, 2008. 

Submit nomination to Ankeny Area Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 488, Ankeny, Iowa 50021, or fax to 964-0487. 

NOMINATION DEADLINE:  January 23, 2008 
      

NO NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE. 



NO MINA T IO N 

DE A DL INE :  

J a nua r y 23 ,  2008  

N omina tions   

w ill not be  a c c e pte d 

a fte r  this  da te .  

2 0 0 7  O U T S T A N D I N G  C I T I Z E N   
 

     Nominations are being accepted for the 2007 Outstanding Citizen 

Award presented by the Ankeny Area Chamber of  Commerce.  This 

award is  to recognize an individual who has made a significant  

contribution to the improvement of  the entire community outside his/

her chosen trade or profession. 

     Ankeny’s outstanding citizen is selected by a Chamber committee  

consisting of  representatives from the Chamber and previous award  

recipients. 

NOMINATION FORM 

NOMINEE:_________________________________________  TITLE:____________________________ 
 
BUSINESS:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________  PHONE:_____________________ 
 
Why is this nominee qualified for this award?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOMINATED BY __________________________________________  PHONE ___________________ 
 

SUBMIT nomination to the Ankeny Area Chamber of  Commerce,  
PO Box 488, Ankeny, Iowa 50021, or fax to 964-0487. 

 

The Outstanding Citizen of  the Year will be presented at the  
Chamber’s Annual Dinner Celebration on February 28, 2008. 


